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The business of world trade is exceedingly competitive, but with tremendous opportunities for the United States as well as for the rest of the world. There is lots of world trade; it needs stimulation, and it needs productive transportation available in order for it to succeed. Productivity in the liner industry, in ports, and in the whole intermodal process is important to the business of world trade.
Port productivity cannot be measured simply in terms of terminals, wharves, cranes, and people. It must include the port's location as well as the political, social, and environmental attitudes of the people it serves. There are many external influences over which the port management has little control.
World trade grew at the rate of about 9 percent in 1984, and probably at a rate of 5 percent in 1985. Total world trade between all nations in 1984 exceeded $3 trillion. The United States was responsible for more than half a trillion, $543 billion out of the total of $3 trillion. Imports to the United States amounted to $323 billion, exports to $220 billion, leaving the United States
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185can claim the responsibility or credit for the success our system is enjoying. If I were to name a specific cause of the success, I would say that it is the ability of the people with varied interests to work together. This includes labor, steamship companies, railroads, port and transport authorities, and the shipping public itself. It is this factor, in my opinion, that will dictate more than anything else the productivity of any terminal. and ILA, which are essential for productivity. Some of the items that further enhance good relationships and productivity are training and job security. The amount of $38,184 has been spent in the last 5 years for ILA labor training, mainly to handle container cranes, transtainers, and lifting equipment.
